
Senior College Night

Dan Doherty
Director of Counseling



North Shore Counseling Department
Mr. Dan Doherty - Director of Counseling

Ms. Joanne Fawcett 

Ms. Denise Gentile

Mr. George Gyarmathy

Ms. Donna Nelson

Mr. Tim Shea



Welcome to Senior Year! 
● Don’t Stress Out!

● Utilize your school counselor

○ Students should schedule an appointment to meet with your counselor

● Stay Organized

● Meet deadlines!



Types of applications
● The Common Application 

○ Accepted by over 800 schools
○ Six parts + College specific questions

● The Coalition Application
● CUNY
● Nassau Community College
● College Specific Apps (Georgetown)







College Decision Types 
Early Decision 1 - November 1 - Binding contract

Early Decision 2 - January 1, 15 - Binding Contract

Early Action - October 15, November 1 or 15

Restrictive Early Action

Regular Decision -  January 1

Rolling Admission - No Deadlines! 



Early Decision - By the Numbers 

Data reported from ED vs RD Acceptance Rates

https://www.bigjeducationalconsulting.com/resources


How To Apply
● Apply online and pay the application fee
● Waive the FERPA agreement 
● Link Common Application to Naviance
● Complete the North Shore Processing form listing:

○ College Applied to
○ Deadline
○ Date given to counselor

● Please give the counselor 2 weeks to process applications
● Send SAT (Collegeboard) and/or ACT (actstudent.org) scores officially online 
● Invite Teachers on Naviance



North Shore Processing Form



Factors to consider

● Location - home/away/city/suburb
● Size of the school - class size
● Cost
● Academic programs/philosophy
● FIT!



What do colleges look for?
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TEST OPTIONAL - What does it really mean?

Test Optional Test Flexible Test Blind

Colleges will consider test 
scores if the student has them, 
but they are not required for 
admission. 

Colleges will consider different 
types of exams.

Colleges will not look at test 
scores even if submitted. 

Test scores can still benefit a 
student in terms of admissions 
and scholarship money. 

Example - NYU will allow you to 
submit AP scores in lieu of 
SAT/ACT scores

Test scores in no way impact 
admissions or scholarships. 

What does this mean for admissions?
● Holistic Review

Should I submit my scores?
 

Fairtest Test Optional List

https://www.fairtest.org/university/optional


Letters of recommendation
● Most colleges will require 2 academic teachers and one school counselor
● Unless applying to a specific program (Engineering, Medicine...etc) the letters 

can be from any discipline
● Consider teachers that know the student well both in and out of the classroom
● Does not have to be a class they had the highest grade in
● Will invite the teacher on Naviance
● Additional letters may or may not be considered



What should seniors do now
● Meet with your counselor

○ Hand in processing form 
● Finalize a college list 
● Research Colleges
● Attend the College Visits 2024
● Mini College Fair Oct. 7th - 11-12:30
● Finalize testing (if submitting scores)
● Do well senior year!
● Finish up applications, main essay, supplemental essays
● Complete FAFSA (Dec. 1) 
● Follow up with Teachers to confirm letters of recommendation
● After you hit submit - check your email! 

○ Self Reported Academic Record (SRAR)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IvdHt_Afd5jXpIpmLYB7P5JpHsWNCInfkFC6AlHnqtw/edit?usp=sharing


Free Application For Student Aid (FAFSA)
● Launch date is Dec. 1 not Oct. 1 
● Complete the FAFSA at fafsa.gov
● Attend Financial Aid Night on October 29th virtual 
● What has changed for 2024-25 FAFSA
● Visit studentaid.gov with questions

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOgIb7StyPU


College Rep Visits

Mini College Fair Boston University Penn State



Class of 2025 google classroom



NSHS VikingQuest Scholarship Search



Resources
Georgia Tech Admissions Blog

Financial Aid Night 2023 Slides

Financial Aid Night 2023 Video

Fairtest Test Optional List

Common App/Naviance Matching Video

Senior Timeline 24-25

Resources Federal Student Aid

Viking Quest Scholarship Website

NS Seniors Road to College 

https://sites.gatech.edu/admission-blog/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/195JR7NoXG00DyZrayeP5DrZmwn8B8KKG/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=109460763479236791924&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://youtu.be/PyJIMA_AFaI
https://www.fairtest.org/university/optional
https://www.screencast.com/t/gxEQkElyo1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Yfn6oMmMsTQQ8sySSN0CfkKvtIYKIzfvatyfhwTkJA8/edit?usp=sharing
https://studentaid.gov/resources#fafsa
https://sites.google.com/northshoreschools.org/vikingquest-scholarship-search/home
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UzMpaUJ3qSXHTCvenQWlfVeN0KdEI7LZPjD7_Q_Unfo/edit?usp=sharing

